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Investing in Your Future 

A college education �]�•�������À���o�µ�����o�����]�v�À���•�š�u���v�š�����v�������š���W�}�u�}�v���U���Á���������o�]���À�����š�Z���š�������(���u�]�o�Ç�[�• finances should not be a barrier 
to accessing a Pomona education. Pomona brings together individuals of academic ability who are interested in doing 
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https://www.pomona.edu/administration/its/policies/data-security-policy
https://www.pomona.edu/administration/its/policies/data-security-policy
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provided to the other parent.  This policy extends to parents who may have initially submitted joint returns but are now 
divorced or separated. 

 

PowerFAIDS and IDOC 

The Office of Financial Aid captures and transmits privacy data, including FAFSA and CSS Profile data, via our financial aid 
system known as PowerFAIDS.  It is recommended that tax documents and supplemental financial aid materials be 
submitted to our office via the College Board IDOC system.   
 
 

Contact Information 

Pomona College Office of Financial Aid 
Sumner Hall 
333 N. College Way  
Claremont CA  91711 
 
Phone: 1-909-621-8205   
Fax: 1-909-607-9842  

Pomona College Financial Aid  

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8:00 AM - 12: 00 PM, 1:00 PM �t 5:00 pm  

Summer Hours (Mid-May through Mid-August): Monday �t Friday, 8:00 AM - 12: 00 PM, 1:00 PM �t 4:30 PM 

 

Cost of Attending at Pomona College 

The cost of attendance is what the college estimates it will cost to attend Pomona for one year. Included in the cost of 
attendance are direct costs of tuition, fees, housing (if the student is living on campus) and food, and indirect cost 
estimates for books, supplies, personal expenses, and transportation.  

Students that live off campus or with parents will have a housing and food budget based on an average expense for each 
housing arrangement. The average is determined from surveying students living off campus to determine the average 
amount that is spent on living expenses, along with data from housing surveys for students in California and across the 
U.S.  

Students who enroll in the student health insurance plan (SHIP) are billed for the cost, typically half the cost in the fall 

http://www.pomona.edu/financial-aid
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semester and half the cost in the spring semester.   

Students should expect to pay for books, supplies, living expenses, and transportation to and from college during school 
closure (winter and summer).  These are out of pocket expenses that you will incur, which will vary according to your 
needs and spending habits.  We include an estimated amount in your cost of attendance for the purposes of 
determining your financial aid. Should your costs be higher than estimated, you may provide the Office of Financial Aid 
with documentation to request loan funding. Some outside scholarship donors may allow their scholarship funds to 
offset these additional expenses. 

The Cost of Attendance is provided on the Pomona College website. 

Financial Aid Deadlines 

All students should submit the required forms by the established deadlines.  Late applications are accepted; 
however, your financial aid award offer will be delayed.  If the deadline falls on a weekend, the forms are still 
considered on time if received by the following Monday. 

Learn more about financial aid application deadlines. 

https://www.pomona.edu/financial-aid/cost-attendance
https://www.pomona.edu/financial-aid/applying-aid/application-materials-and-deadlines
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To apply for federal and state financial aid, students that are U.S. citizens, permanent residents or eligible non- 
citizens complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA uses a federally defined formula 
to determine the family financial strength and ability to pay.   

�d�Z�����&���&�^���������v�����������}�u�‰�o���š�����������P�]�v�v�]�v�P���K���š�}�����Œ���í�X�����W�}�u�}�v���[�•���•���Z�}�}�o�����}�������]�•���ì�ì�í�í�ó�ï�X�����/�(���Ç�}�µ���}�v�o�Ç���Á�]�•�Z���š�}���•�µ���u�]�š���š�Z����
FAFSA to receive the federal aid you may qualify for and not be considered for institutional aid, please notify us. 

California Dream Act Application 

The California Dream Act Application allows students interested in attending eligible California Colleges to apply for 
state financial aid. This application is unrelated to the federal Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program. 
Students need to meet the following California nonresident tuition exemption (commonly known as AB540): 

Attendance for three or more years or the equivalent at any of the combination of the following:  

 California high school, California adult school, California Community College or  

 Three years of California high school credits and three years of total attendance in any combination of 
elementary school, secondary school or high school in California 

AND 

 Graduation from a California high school or the equivalent (GED, HiSET, TASC, CHSPE) or 

 ���š�š���]�v�u���v�š���}�(�����v�����•�•�}���]���š���•�[�������P�Œ�������(�Œ�}�u�����������o�]�(�}�Œ�v�]�������}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç�����}�o�o���P���V���}�Œ 

 Fulfillment of the minimum transfer requirements from a California Community College to a California State 
University or University of California campus 

The CSS Profile 

To apply for institutional financial aid, students complete the CSS Profile application and the College Board distributes 
the information to Pomona and any other schools that are designated by the student to receive the application.  

The College Board charges students a fee to complete the CSS Profile, however fee waivers may be available from the 
College Board.  Please refer to the CSS Profile application page for more information about charges and fee waivers.  

The Office of Financial Aid collects financial information for the secondary household through the CSS Profile. The 
�•�����}�v�����Œ�Ç���‰���Œ���v�š�–�•���]�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v���]�•���l���‰�š���•�����µ�Œ���U�����v�����]�•���•�Z���Œ�������}�v�o�Ç���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z�������}�o�o���P���[�•���(�]�v���v���]���o�����]���������u�]�v�]�•�š�Œ���š�}�Œ�•��
authorized by the parent to receive it. Neither the student, nor the parents can access the other parent's information.  

International applicants to Pomona College are not eligible for a fee waiver through the College Board. However, if the 
fee presents a financial hardship, international students may submit a request for a fee payment code from the Office of 
Admission using the Pomona Access Pass process. Because completion of the CSS Profile application is connected to our 
electronic documentation service, IDOC, we prefer that international students request a fee waiver rather than 
completing the paper International Student Financial Aid Application (ISFAA). 

 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
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Required Tax Documents 

Federal IRS income tax returns or translated annual tax forms from international filers 
An important part of the financial aid review process includes verification of certain information provided to us on the 
FAFSA and CSS Profile by supporting tax documents. To satisfy this requirement, each student and their parents submit a 
copy of their Federal Income Tax Return (1040, 1040A, 1040 EZ) or the equivalent annual tax form for those that live 
outside of the US. International tax filers submit a copy of their tax form translated into English.   

Form W-2 statements or wage statements from an employer if outside of the U.S. 
If filers have supplemental tax schedules and wage statements (Form W-2), these should be submitted as part of the 
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are required. 

In some cases, after the Verification process has been completed, your federal aid eligibility may change, which may 
require Pomona College to adjust the amount and sources of your financial aid. The Office of Financial Aid will notify you 
of any changes to your award.  

Students receiving federal financial aid such as the Federal Pell Grant, Federal SEOG Grant, or Federal Direct Loan funds 
cannot have these funds applied to their student account until verification is complete.  

�^�š�µ�����v�š�•���u���Ç���v���������š�}���‰�Œ�}�À�]���������}���µ�u���v�š���š�]�}�v�����•���‰���Œ�š���}�(���À���Œ�]�(�]�����š�]�}�v���š�Z���š���À���Œ�]�(�]���•���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���]�����v�š�]�š�Ç�����v�����Z�]�P�Z���•���Z�}�}�o��
completion. The student will be notified by the Office of Financial Aid if this is the case. 

To satisfy this requirement, the applicant must appear in person, present acceptable government issued photo 
identification, sign the Statement of Educational Purpose, and present acceptable documentation of high school 
completion as indicated below: 
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FAFSA Information Acceptable Documentation 
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Eligibility Requirements for Financial Aid 

Financial aid is a general term for the many different sources of financial aid available to help pay for your college 
expenses �t scholarships (institutional or private), federal and state grants, loans, or employment.  All applicants and 
currently enrolled students are eligible to apply for financial aid.  If you are not sure if your family will qualify, but you 
feel that your family may need assistance to cover the cost of attending Pomona, we encourage you to apply for 
financial aid.  International applicants should review the international financial aid section carefully, as some policies 
differ when applying for financial aid. 

Federal Aid Eligibility 

Federal and state financial aid have statutory limits. For students who received a federal Pell grant, the equivalent of 12 
full-time terms is the maximum length a student may receive federal financial aid. State aid programs are generally 
�o�]�u�]�š�������š�}���ô���•���u���•�š���Œ�•���}�(�����o�]�P�]���]�o�]�š�Ç�X���W�o�����•�����•�������^�^���š�]�•�(�����š�}�Œ�Ç�������������u�]�����W�Œ�}�P�Œ���•�•���^�š���v�����Œ���•�_���}�(���š�Z�]�•���Z���v�����}�}�l���(�}�Œ��
additional restrictions. 

To qualify for most types of Financial Aid, you must satisfy the following requirements: 

· Be fully admitted to the college with a High School Diploma or its equivalent (i.e., GED) 

· Have a complete application for financial aid �v  all documents turned in as requested 

· For federal financial aid (Pell grant, SEOG, or federal loans), be a U.S. Citizen or eligible non-citizen 
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Students who enroll at Pomona and receive a Cal Grant are required to submit the Cal Grant Affidavit form to the Office 
of Financial Aid by June 1, to ensure the timely disbursement of state grant funds to assist with school charges. 

Academic Standards and Regulations 

Academic Year Definition:  An academic year is defined as minimum two 15 week terms for a total 30 weeks during 
which the average undergraduate student is expected to complete a minimum of 6 course credits. Enrollment in a 
minimum of 3 course credits per term is required in order to be considered a full-time student.   

Course Credit conversion to Semester Hours:   One Course Credit = 4 semester hours 

Course Load  

Normal/Full-Time/Part-Time Enrollment Definitions 

 All enrolled courses are included in the course load calculation. 
 Normal full-time enrollment is four full courses in each of the eight semesters. 
 
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Maximum Time Frame 

Eligibility for Pomona need-based grant assistance for fulltime undergraduate students entering Pomona directly from 
high school is limited to a maximum of eight semesters. There may be instances when a student will drop below full-
time status during a semester and is allowed to retain financial aid eligibility, or may take a mid-semester leave of 
absence, and use all or a portion of a semesters aid. When this situation occurs, that term will be counted toward the 
eight-term limit. Students who transfer to Pomona are granted a pro-rated number of semesters based on the number 
�}�(�����Œ�����]�š�•���š�Z���Ç���š�Œ���v�•�(���Œ���]�v�š�}���W�}�u�}�v���U�����•�������š���Œ�u�]�v���������Ç���š�Z�����Z���P�]�•�š�Œ���Œ�[�•���K�(�(�]�����X�� 

Credits Accepted by Registrar Class Standing Eligible Number of Semester of Aid 

4-7.99 Second Semester First Year 7 

8-11.99 First Semester Sophomore 6 

12-15.99 Second Semester Sophomore 5 

16-19.99 First Semester Junior 4 

 

Enrollment beyond Eight Semesters 

�/�(�����Æ�����‰�š�]�}�v���o�����]�Œ���µ�u�•�š���v�����•���‰�Œ���À���v�š�������•�š�µ�����v�š���(�Œ�}�u�������Œ�v�]�v�P�������������Z���o�}�Œ�[�•���}�(�����Œ�š�•�������P�Œ�������]�v�����]�P�Z�š���•���u���•�š���Œ�•�U���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š��
must receive permission from the Academic Standards Committee to enroll full-time for additional semesters to 
complete requirements for graduation. If ASC approves additional time at Pomona, the student is considered eligible for 
need based financial aid, assuming the student has not exceeded Federal Maximum Timeframe limits as described in the 
Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy. Eligibility for need based financial aid will be determined based on the same 
�(�]�v���v���]���o�����]���������š�����•�µ���u�]�š�š���������Ç�����o�o���Œ���š�µ�Œ�v�]�v�P���•�š�µ�����v�š�•�����‰�‰�o�Ç�]�v�P���(�}�Œ���(�]�v���v���]���o�����]�������v�����W�}�u�}�v���[�•���•�š���v�����Œ�����v�������•-analysis 
methodology. Financial need is provided each approved semester beyond eight is the following way. There is no 
exception to this policy. 

Student Contribution: $5,000 

Student Employment:  $1,400 per semester  

Student Loans: $5,000 per semester 

Scholarship: Remaining financial need is met with Pomona grant/scholarship, Federal Pell or SEOG grants. 

Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy (SAP) 

Students receiving need based financial aid are required by the U.S. Department of Education and college policy to 
make Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) towards their degree. Pomona has established an SAP policy to support 
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�������Z���•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�������������u�]�����•�µ�������•�•�����v�����•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���š�Z���]�Œ���‰���š�Z���š�}�Á���Œ���•���P�Œ�����µ���š�]�}�v�X���W�}�u�}�v���[�•���^���W���‰�}�o�]���Ç�����‰�‰�o�]���•���š�}�����o�o��
enrolled students who are recipients of federal, state and intuitional grant, work and loan funds. Federal, state, and 
college financial aid programs include: 

http://catalog.pomona.edu/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=5638#academic_standards_comm
http://catalog.pomona.edu/content.php?catoid=28&navoid=5638#academic_standards_comm
https://www.pomona.edu/financial-aid
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cumulative and considers all coursework while enrolled at Pomona and includes coursework that has been transferred in 
and been assigned credit on your transcript. 

𝑃𝑎𝑐𝑒 = 𝐶𝑢𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒 𝐶𝑜𝑢𝑟𝑠𝑒𝑠 𝐶𝑜𝑚𝑝𝑙𝑒𝑡𝑒𝑑  ÷   𝐶𝑢𝑚𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑣𝑒 𝐶𝑜𝑢𝑟𝑠𝑒𝑠 𝐴𝑡𝑡𝑒𝑚𝑝𝑡𝑒𝑑 

The minimum pace of completion for all student is 67%, which means that 67% of attempted courses are awarded credit 
towards your degree. The following section outlines what courses are attempted and earned. 

Defining Attempted and Earned Credits and GPA Calculation 

Graded Coursework, earning A, B, C, D (+/-): Courses with these grades assigned count towards both attempted and 
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Delay of Disbursements due to Satisfactory Academic Progress Review: 

�&�]�v���v���]���o�����]�����u���Ç���v�}�š�����������]�•���µ�Œ�•�������š�}�������•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���������}�µ�v�š���µ�v�š�]�o���^���W���Z���•���������v�����À���o�µ���š�����X���d�Z�����K�(�(�]�������}�(���&�]�v���v���]���o�����]����
cannot complete the SAP evaluation until prior semester grades have been officially posted by the Registrar. An 
otherwise eligible student who is in a SAP Warning or SAP Probation Period may experience delayed financial aid if 
grades are not made official before the beginning of the subsequent semester due to incompletes or other delays in 
grading. No exceptions to this policy can be made. 

Failing to Meet Satisfactory Academic Progress & Regaining Eligibility: 

Financial Aid Warning:  

If you have failed to meet SAP due to one or more of the standards you will be notified and placed on a Financial Aid 
Warning for one semester. During the semester in which you are on a Financial Aid Warning, you continue to receive 
financial aid funding. At the end of the Financial Aid Warning semester, if you have regained SAP by raising your 
cumulative GPA to 2.0 or higher and achieving a cumulative 67% completion rate, you will resume good standing as it 
relates to Financial Aid SAP status. 

If after a semester of Financial Aid Warning you have not regained SAP status you lose eligibility for financial aid. You will 
be notified by the Office of Financial Aid that you have lost eligibility for financial aid due to SAP. You can appeal to 
reinstate your financial aid. 

Financial Aid SAP Appeal:  

If you are not meeting SAP standards you can petition for reconsideration of your eligibility for financial aid by 
submitting a written appeal. An appeal must include the following: 

 An explanation of the extenuating circumstances that occurred, beyond the students control, that resulted in 
the failure to meet SAP requirements 

 An explanation of what has changed between then and now that will allow the student to regain their SAP 
eligibility 

 An academic plan, developed in conjunction with their academic advisor, that outlines the students plan to 
regain SAP eligibility 

Extenuating circumstances can vary for students, but some examples for appeal are: 

 Documented medical condition, serious illness or accident  

 Documented learning disability  

 Death of a family member or friend 

 Domestic violence 

 Involuntary call to active military duty  

 Documented change in conditions of employment  

 Other extraordinary/emergency circumstances, such as natural disasters.  

Your appeal and academic plan must be submitted to the Office of Financial Aid before the end of the semester for 
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which the aid is sought.  

Financial Aid Probation: 

If your appeal has been approved by the Office of Financial Aid you will be notified and placed in a Financial Aid 
Probation status for one semester. At the end of that semester, your SAP status is evaluated. If you have met the SAP 
standards, you are considered to be in good standing for SAP.  



https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/css-profile-waiver-request-non-custodial-parent.pdf
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Graduate Students  
 
Graduate students by definition are independent for federal financial aid and most graduate schools do not require 
parents to submit financial information when determining financial aid eligibility. For this reason, we do not consider 
siblings who have ear�v�����������������Z���o�}�Œ�[�•�������P�Œ���������v�������Œ�����‰�µ�Œ�•�µ�]�v�P�������À���v�������������P�Œ�����•���^�]�v�����}�o�o���P���_�����•���‰���Œ�š���}�(���š�Z�����(�]�v���v���]���o�����]����
process.  

Independent Status/Self-Supporting Students 

If you enter Pomona as a dependent student, it is expected that this status will not change and that your need for 
Pomona scholarship will be evaluated as a dependent student through the completion of your degree. Meeting the 
�(�������Œ���o���]�v�����‰���v�����v�š�������(�]�v�]�š�]�}�v�����}���•���v�}�š�����Z���v�P�����W�}�u�}�v���[�•���•�š���v�����Œ���•���(�}�Œ���]�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š�]�}�v���o���•���Z�}�o���Œ�•�Z�]�‰�����o�]�P�]���]�o�]�š�Ç�X���K�v�o�Ç���]�v���Œ���Œ����
cases where there are significant ���Æ�š���v�µ���š�]�v�P�����]�Œ���µ�u�•�š���v�����•���Á�]�o�o�������•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���(�]�v���v���]���o�����]�������o�]�P�]���]�o�]�š�Ç�����������À���o�µ���š���������•��an 
independent student. In such cases, it is generally expected that the student also meets the federal test for independent 
status. The law governing the federal student aid programs is based on the premise that the family is the first source of 
the studen�š�[�•���•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�U�����v�����š�Z�����o���Á���‰�Œ�}�À�]�����•���•���À���Œ���o�����Œ�]�š���Œ�]�����š�Z���š���������]�������]�(���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š���]�•�����}�v�•�]�����Œ�������]�v�����‰���v�����v�š���}�(���Z�]�•���}�Œ��
her parents for aid eligibility. Note that a student reaching the age of 18 or 21 or living apart from their parents does not 
affect their dependency status. The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) asks questions (listed below) that 
are used to determine whether a student is considered dependent or independent for Title IV Federal Aid 
consideration. The school may require documentat�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���Œ���‰�}�Œ�š�������]�v�����‰���v�����v�š���•�š���š�µ�•�X�� 

· Have turned age 24 before the start of the calendar year 
· Married at the time the FAFSA is filed 
· Married at the time the FAFSA is filed 
· Currently serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed Forces 
· Veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces 
· Have children who receive more than half their support from you 
· Have dependents (other than a children or spouse) who receive more than half their support from you 
· 
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Unusual circumstances do include abandonment by parents or an abusive family environment that threatens the 
�•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���Z�����o�š�Z���}�Œ���•���(���š�Ç�X  In such cases, a dependency override may be warranted. 

Trusts 
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Office of Financial Aid at Pomona College. For applicants to the College, the Offer of Financial Aid will be posted to the 
admissions Application Status Page.   

The Offer of Financial Aid, while not a commitment of funds nor a binding contract, is an initial indication of funds 
available from federal, state, institutional, and outside funding sources. These funds include but are not limited to the 
Federal Pell Grant, the Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG), California or other state grant, 
federal or institutional work, federal and institutional loans and any aid provided by individuals or agencies other than 
�W�}�u�}�v�������}�o�o���P���[�•���K�(�(�]�������}�(���&�]�v���v��ial Aid. 

Learn more about financial aid application deadlines. 

Financial aid applications are required each academic year and those details may be found in the Returning Students 
section. 

Returning Students  

Financial aid eligibility is determined on an annual basis. The Office of Financial Aid determines eligibility from many 
sources, including Federal and State grant programs, and the amount available from all sources can vary from year to 
year. For this reason, to ensure our office can award students the maximum amount of aid a student is eligible for, we 
are unable to renew financial aid without a current application on file. Students who are admitted through the 
QuestBridge match program and through Posse are also required to renew their financial aid by completing the required 
applications.  

To renew federal and state financial aid, US citizens, permanent residents and eligible non-citizens complete the Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). California residents who are undocumented and meet the AB540 
qualification apply for state financial aid by completing the California Dream Act Application. To renew College 
administered aid, regardless of citizenship status, complete the CSS Profile application online. If additional application 
materials are required by an outside agency to rene

https://www.pomona.edu/financial-aid/applying-aid/application-materials-and-deadlines
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are limited and not all students who qualify can be assured that they will receive SEOG funding.  SEOG reduces Pomona 
College need-based grant assistance dollar-for-dollar. 

Grants Awarded by the State of California �t Cal Grant A and B 

https://dream.csac.ca.gov/landing
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https://www.dantes.mil/mil-ta/
https://www.pomona.edu/financial-aid/applying-for-aid/veteran-programs
https://www.pomona.edu/financial-aid/applying-for-aid/veteran-programs
https://www.benefits.va.gov/vocrehab/index.asp
https://www.pomona.edu/financial-aid/policies/outside-scholarships-reporting
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/scholarship/index.shtml
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Please note that outside awards are used in meeting financial need. These scholarships must be reported to the Office of 
Financial Aid. If your outside scholarship or loan awards combined with need-based aid exceed need or cost of 
attendance, a revision of your financial aid package would be necessary. Revisions to your aid are dependent on a 
variety of factors, including the type and amount of outside assistance received. 

Loans and Student Employment 

Self-help aid requires work for compensation or repayment of low-interest student loans. Eligibility for these programs is 
determined annually and requires that the FAFSA be filed each year.  Pomona students are not required or expected to 
borrow to meet their determined financial contribution, but some families may wish to consider loans as a useful 
resource to finance the cost of college. 

It is important for borrowers to maintain records of their indebtedness in order to plan for the future. Pomona provides 
loan counseling for all students at entrance and upon graduation or leave, to ensure that the borrower understands all 
the details of how and when to repay educational loans. 

Per California statute, Pomona provides an annual letter to student borrowers with an estimate of their cumulative 
principal loan debt from federal, state and private educational loans; the potential total payoff amount or a range of the 
total payoff amount; the monthly estimated repayment amount for the student loans borrowed assuming a 10 year 
repayment plan under current federal loan interest rates. 

Student Employment 

�W�}�u�}�v���[�•���Á�}�Œ�l-study program provides part-time employment to provide students with a wide range of employment 
opportunities.  All students receiving financial aid have access to earn up to $2,800 as part of their need-based Offer of 
Financial Aid. A student can work no more than 12 hours per week to earn their allotment over the 30 weeks each 
semester. All students are paid at least the minimum wage. The work-study award is not a guarantee of employment; it 
is a resource that is available for students to earn during the school year. Students are responsible for applying to 
available positions in order to secure a job. 

Students who have not applied or determined to be ineligible for need based financial aid are not prevented from 
working on campus.   

Students must be enrolled at least half-time in order to continue to qualify for work-study. Need-based employment is 
funded by the Federal Work Study program and Pomona College. The Pomona 
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Disbursement 

A disclosure statement will be sent from the Direct Loan Origination Center to the student for each Federal Direct Loan 
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while the student is enrolled.  

Eligibility 

Eligibility for the PLUS loan depends on a credit check that determines whether the parent has any adverse credit 
history. In addition, parents and their dependent child must be U.S. citizens or eligible noncitizens, must not be in 
default on any federal education loans or owe an overpayment on a federal education grant, and must meet other 
general eligibility requirements for the Federal Student Aid programs. 

A parent who has adverse credit may still borrow a PLUS loan by securing an endorser who does not have any adverse 
credit history. In some cases, a parent may be able to obtain a PLUS loan if there are extenuating circumstances related 
to the adverse credit history. 

If a parent is denied a PLUS loan and opts not to secure an endorser or appeal the credit decision, the student becomes 
eligible for increased unsubsidized federal Direct Stafford loan limits, the same limits as are available to independent 
students. Only one parent needs to apply and be denied a PLUS loan. However, if one parent is denied and the other is 
approved, the student is not eligible for increased Direct Stafford loan limits. 

Annual Limit 

�W���Œ���v�š�•���Á�Z�}�������v�������u�}�v�•�š�Œ���š�����P�}�}�������Œ�����]�š���u���Ç�����}�Œ�Œ�}�Á���š�Z�������]�(�(���Œ���v�����������š�Á�����v���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�����}�•�š�•���}�(�����š�š���v�����v�������o���•�•��
financial assistance. Both custodial and noncustodial parents can borrow through the PLUS loan program in order to 
meet their obligation to the 
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To ensure that funds are available at the beginning of the fall term, a completed PLUS loan application must be 
submitted no later than July 1.  A disclosure statement will be sent from the Direct Loan Origination Center to the parent 
�(�}�Œ���������Z���W�>�h�^���o�}���v���}�Œ�]�P�]�v���š�������}�v���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�������Z���o�(�����Ç���š�Z�����K�(�(�]�������}�(��Financial Aid. The disclosure statement lists the 
gross and net loan amount and the anticipated disbursement dates. Once the loan has been disbursed, the parent will 
be contacted by the servicer of the loan. The loan servicer manages the repayment of the PLUS loan on behalf of the 
federal government.   

Full academic year loans will be disbursed in two equal installments, one at the beginning of each term. All loan 
�‰�Œ�}���������•���u�µ�•�š���(�]�Œ�•�š�����������‰�‰�o�]�������š�}�����v�Ç���}�µ�š�•�š���v���]�v�P�������o���v�������}�v���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���������}�µ�v�š�X�����Æ�����•�•���(�µ�v���•���Á�]�o�o���������Œ���(�µ�v�����������Ç��
the Pomona College Business office to the parent borrower or, if authorized by the borrower, to the student. 

A PLUS loan disbursement can be reduced or canceled upon request of the borrower. The Office of Financial Aid can 
�Œ���š�µ�Œ�v���o�}���v���(�µ�v���•���}�v���š�Z�������}�Œ�Œ�}�Á���Œ�[�•�������Z���o�(���µ�‰���š�}���ò�ì�������Ç�•�����(�š���Œ���š�Z�����(�µ�v���•���Á���Œ�������]�•���µ�Œ�•�����X 

Repayment 

The repayment period for a Direct PLUS Loan begins at the time the PLUS loan is fully disbursed, and the first payment is 
due within 60 days after the final disbursement. However, parents may defer repayment while the student is enrolled 
on at least a half-time basis. Parent borrowers may make arrangements with their loan servicer to defer payments while 
their child is enrolled in school. 

Generally, parents have 10 to 25 years to repay their loan, depending on the repayment plan that they choose. 
Additional information on available repayment options can be requested from the servicer of the PLUS loan. Information 
�}�v���š�Z�����•���Œ�À�]�����Œ�����•�•�]�P�v�������š�}�������‰���Œ���v�š�[�•���W�>�h�^���o�}���v�•�������v��������found on the Department of Education website by viewing the 
�o�}���v���]�v���š�Z�������}�Œ�Œ�}�Á���Œ�[�•�������•�Z���}���Œ���X 

Pomona College Loans 

These institutional loans have limited availability. If you are eligible for an institutional loan, the Office of Financial Aid 
will notify the student at the time of the initial Offer of Financial Aid.  These 0% interest loans must be repaid to avoid 
adverse reporting on your credit history.  Each loan will have a fixed rate for the life of the loan. The Pomona loans are 
serviced by ECSI Heartland (ECSI) on behalf of Pomona College. ECSI will initiate the online signing of promissory notes 
and loan application and disclosure statements by contacting the student directly at their Pomona College email 
address. ECSI will also manage the repayment of your loan which will begin six months after graduation or after you 
cease to be enrolled in college at least half-time in a degree or certificate program. Requests to borrow an institutional 
loan should be submitted to the Office of Financial Aid as soon as possible, but not later than one month prior to the 
�•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���•���Z�����µ�o�������P�Œ�����µ���š�]�}�v�X 

Alternative Loan Programs 

Pomona understands that in exceptional cases families need to pursue alternative loans to help bridge the gap between 
the actual cost of your education and your financial aid package as offered by Pomona. Alternative loans are available 
through private lenders and require a separate loan application. 
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Interest rates and origination fees can vary by lender. Approval of an alternative loan is contingent upon credit approval 
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Students who are receiving need based financial aid through Pomona College are eligible for grant funds to pay for 
Pomona PE course fees and academic course fees.  PE courses through Claremont McKenna, Harvey Mudd, Scripps and 
Pitzer are not eligible for grant assistance to cover the course fees. Students who enroll in CMS (Joint) PE courses with a 
fee will be responsible for the additional cost of the PE class. 
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International students may request grant assistance from the Office of Financial Aid to the maximum of $1,800 for one 
round trip home during their 4-year enrollment.  This assistance cannot be used to travel home after graduation.  If 
grant funds are used to bring you to campus in the fall of your freshman year, you may not request additional grant aid 
from our office for an additional round trip ticket home. 

Computers 

There is no mandatory requirement for a basic computer for students at Pomona.  Students may request a loan to the 
maximum of $1,800 for the cost of a computer at one time during their first three years of enrollment.  Please be aware 
that students in their senior year are not eligible to request a loan for a computer. 

Living Off Campus 

The budget for all financial aid students includes the cost of the average housing and meal plan per semester.  For 
students living off campus, the financial aid budget is less than the cost to live in campus housing. This reduction 
represents the lower expenses associated with living in off campus housing and reduced food costs.  The reduction in 
the financial aid budget will result in a dollar-for-dollar reduction in Pomona Scholarship.   

When living off campus, the student may use the refund from financial aid grants and loans (if any exist on the student 
account) to help pay for off campus expenses.  The Office of Financial Aid does not advance funds to pay for rent or 
security deposits before the school year has begun.   

Students who choose to live at home with their parents will see their financial aid budget reduced. 

The current Cost of Attendance is listed online. 

Enrolling less than full-time 

Students who decide to enroll in a course load that is less than full-time, but is at least half-time, may be charged a 
�Œ�����µ�����������u�}�µ�v�š���(�}�Œ���š�µ�]�š�]�}�v�����Ç���š�Z�����K�(�(�]�������}�(���^�š�µ�����v�š���������}�µ�v�š�•�X���������•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�����o�]�P�]���]�o�]�š�Ç���(�}�Œ���v������-based grant will be reduce 
dollar-for-dollar based on the reduced tuition cost. 

Students enrolled in less than half-time course loads are not eligible for Pomona College financial aid programs. 

Senior Expenses 

Seniors planning to graduate may need to pay for test fees, application fees, and other travel expenses.  These are not 
�‹�µ���o�]�(�]���������}�•�š�•���š�}���]�v���o�µ�������]�v�������•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�����}�•�š���}�(�����š�š���v�����v�����U�����v�����(�]�v���v���]���o�����]�����]�•���v�}�š�����À���]�o�����o�����š�}���•�š�µ�����v�š�•���(�}�Œ���š�Z���•����
expenses.  

Crediting of Financial Aid to the Student’s Account 

The initial fall billing statement is sent by the Business Office on July 11 reflecting fall charges and the fall allocation of 
�Ç�}�µ�Œ�������š�µ���o�����v�������Æ�‰�����š�������(�]�v���v���]���o�����]�������]�•���µ�Œ�•���u���v�š�•�X�����d�Ç�‰�]�����o�o�Ç�U�������•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•���(�]�v���v���]���o�����]�������Á���Œ�����]�•�����o�o�}�����š���������‹�µ���o�o�Ç��
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between the fall and spring term.   

Work-study is not credited to your bill. If you wish to use your work study earnings to pay your student bill, you will need 
to make the payment directly to the Business Office after your check has been received, as you will be paid directly via 
check or direct deposit.  The amount of your work-study award is not a guarantee.  

Reported outside scholarships and expected private loans are credited to your account as expected financial assistance.  
These outside awards will disburse to your account after the funds are received from the donor/lender. If you are 
expecting to have a credit balance on your student account, you must take into consideration the source of all funds and 
the timing of their application to your student account. Under no circumstances will funds be released to a student 
unless an actual credit balance is available on the account. 

Billing Statement 

The Office of Student Accounts provides a statement each month, detailing your student account billing and financial aid 
activity.  You are responsible to review this monthly statement.   If your account is credited with more funds than you 
owe Pomona, you will receive a refund check from the Pomona Business Office for the amount of your credit balance. If 
the credit balance is the result of a Parent PLUS Loan disbursement the refund check will be issued to the parent or the 
student (if specified by the parent borrower during the application process). Refunds are not available until the term 
begins and may be requested from the Office of Student Accounts. 

Payment Options 

Pomona College offers Payment Plans though the Student Accounts office. Read more information on our payment 
plans. 

Study Abroad and Other Programs 

�^�š�µ�����v�š�•���Á�Z�}���•�š�µ���Ç�������Œ�}�������š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z���W�}�u�}�v���[�•���‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�•�����Œ�������Z���Œ�P�������Œ���P�µ�o���Œ���d�µ�]�š�]�}�v�U���&�����•�U���,�}�µ�•�]�v�P���˜���&�}�}�����š�}���W�}�u�}�v����
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of Financial Aid makes a budget adjustment, based on the CMC determined financial aid budget, for students receiving 
financial aid to compensate for increased costs.  Contact your Financial Aid counselor for questions regarding your 
financial aid and the CMC Programs.  This increased cost is met with half loan/half grant. 

3-2 Engineering Programs 

Students who are accepted into the partner engineering school after 3 years at Pomona are no longer considered a 
Pomona student upon entry to the engineering program and are therefore ineligible to receive financial aid from 
Pomona in years 4 and 5.  C
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account within 45 days. Loan proceeds that could be disbursed after the student withdrew will only be disbursed if the 
student requests a disbursement within 14 days of receiving notice from the Office of Financial Aid of his/her eligibility 
of a post-withdrawal loan disbursement.  The federal work-sheet used to calculate the amount of FSA assistance earned 
is available from the Office of Financial Aid upon request. 

Returning from Withdrawal 

�����•�š�µ�����v�š�[�•�����]�����]�•�����]�•���}�v�š�]�v�µ�������Á�Z���v���š�Z�����•�š�µ�����v�š���]�•���v�}�š�����v�Œ�}�o�o�������]�v���•���Z�}�}�o�X�������•�š�µ�����v�š���‰�o���v�v�]�v�P���š�}���Œ���š�µ�Œ�v���(�Œ�}�u�������o�����À�����Á�]�o�o��
be considered for financial aid subject to the same deadlines, procedures and guidelines as any currently enrolled 
student applying for aid administered by the College. Cal Grants, National Merit Scholarships and some federal programs 
have special regulations concerning students on leave. A student planning to take a leave of absence should check with 
the Office of Financial Aid (and with the sponsors of any outside aid) before going on leave to make arrangements for 
���}�v�•�]�����Œ���š�]�}�v���(�}�Œ�����]�����µ�‰�}�v���Œ���š�µ�Œ�v�]�v�P���š�}���W�}�u�}�v���X���K�µ�š�•�]�������(�µ�v���•���^�o�}�•�š�_���š�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z���(���]�o�µ�Œ�����š�}���}���š���]�v�������o�����À�����}�(�������•���v�������(�Œ�}�u��
the funding agency will not be made up by College fund



https://www.pomona.edu/administration/registrar/student-records-privacy
https://studentaid.gov/feedback-center/
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As a student at Pomona College on financial aid, you have the right to know: 

1. What financial assistance is available to you, including all federal, state and institutional financial aid programs 

2. What the deadlines for submitting financial aid applications are, and the process required 

3. What the estimated cost of attendance is, including tuition, housing and food, books and supplies, and other 
miscellaneous expenses. 

4. What data was used to determine your financial need, how students are selected to receive financial aid, how award 
amounts are determined, and how your financial need, as determined by the college, is being met 

5. What each type of assistance in your financial aid award is, and what awards are grant or gift aid and what portion 
must be repaid. 

6. The frequency and method for disbursement of your financial aid 

7. What the criteria are for continued financial aid eligibility, including how Sant 54 495.67 Tm
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responsibility, co-curricular education, and community engagement on and off campus. We are committed to nurturing 
an engaged, thriving, safe and healthy community that is responsive to student needs. 

The Dean of Students Office is committed to providing equal access and reasonable accommodations, where 
appropriate, for qualified disabled students. The College will continue to develop and coordinate policies and 
procedures, provide services, and insure access to academic programs, activities and facilities. 

For employees and applicants, Pomona College follows all federal and state laws for allowing equal opportunity despite 
disability.  The Human Resources Department will coordinate efforts to meet this obligation.  Pomona actively supports 
the rights of disabled individuals throughout the College community.  

https://www.pomona.edu/accessibility/digital
https://www.pomona.edu/accessibility/digital
https://www.pomona.edu/heoa
https://www.pomona.edu/heoa
https://nces.ed.gov/COLLEGENAVIGATOR/
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Find additional federal compliance & student consumer information on our website. 

Completion Rates 

Completion rates are reported by July 1st of each year pursuant to the Student Right-to-Know Act.  This information is 
available at the Office of the Registrar. 

 Campus Security Information 

Institutions are required to collect campus security data. The Security Report is made available annually every October 
1st.  

Student Records Disclosure Information 

All POMONA student records are kept private in accordance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 
(FERPA). Written consent from the student is required for release of records to outside parties, except for those 
agencies authorized by law. Under this Act, students may: 

 review their own educational records 

 challenge information (not including grades) they believe to be inaccurate, misleading or not in accord with their 
right to privacy 

 contact the U.S. Department of Education if they feel that the FERPA policy is not being administered correctly 

Office of Financial Aid Code of Conduct (Student Loans) 

In August 2008, Congress enacted and the President signed into law the Higher Education Opportunity Act (HEOA), 
reauthorizing the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended. Among its many provisions, the HEOA requires every 
institution participating in federal financial aid programs to adopt a code of conduct for student loans and display it 
pveoy3F1 11.04 Tf
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required to maintain a specific Grade Point Average (GPA) or enrollment status. Please reference the student 
financial aid website to see the guidelines for the specific scholarship awarded. 
 
Self Help Aid: Financial aid in the form of loans or student employment. Loans can be used to pay the remaining 
net costs after gift aid is deducted. Student employment earnings (including Work-Study awards) are generally 
not deducted from billed costs but can be used to help you cover indirect costs and are paid in the form of 
wages to students. 
 
State Grant: State funded program provides grant from to State residents who demonstrate the highest level of 
financial need as determined by the results of the FAFSA. Amount varies and is based on enrollment status. 
 

Online Resources 

 Federal Student Aid 

 FAFSA on the Web 

 Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID Registration 

 U.S. Department of Education College Navigator Site 

 SFA Ombudsman 

 FERPA Regulations 

 Web Grants for Students (for Cal Grants) 

 California Student Aid Commission 

 Internal Revenue Service United States Department of Treasury 

 US Citizenship & Immigration Services (Bureau of the US Department of Homeland Security) 

 The Official Website of the U.S. Social Security Administration 

 U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs 

 Bureau of Indian Affairs 

 The CSS Profile 

 The College Board IDOC Service 

 Fastweb (source of scholarship and other financial aid information) 

 AmeriCorps 

https://studentaid.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://nces.ed.gov/COLLEGENAVIGATOR/
https://studentaid.gov/feedback-center/
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/

